
 

Spring 2019 Edition 
 

Message from your PTO presidents 

Dear Parkview friends and family, 

As another school year draws to a close, we are filled 

with deep gratitude for your dedication and support 

to enrich the lives of students and families who are a 

part of our Parkview community.  

Whether you contributed time, fundraising support 

or donations, it is all important and necessary to 

keep the work of the Parkview PTO functioning and 

keep our community thriving.  The Parkview PTO 

coordinates a variety of events and activities to 

support and enrich the school experience for 

students, staff and families; including support for 

field trips, book fair, carnival, science fair, after 

school enrichment, garden education, jogathon, end 

of year BBQ and support for curriculum and teacher 

stipends, just to name a few.  If you are curious 

about what the PTO does and would like to get 

involved, visit our website at: 

http://www.parkviewpto.org/  

After three years of Board service, we will be passing 

the reins to a new Board of Directors, welcoming a 

new President, Secretary, Treasurer, VP of 

Community Engagement and VP of Enrichment.  We 

encourage you to stay informed and get involved. 

Whether you serve popcorn at one event or 

coordinate an entire activity, every little bit counts 

and we truly couldn't do it without you.  

Happy Summer!  

Leslie Atabelo and Cindy Scott 
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Message from the Principal 

As we reach the end of 

May, there are many things 

to highlight from the 2018 

– 2019 school year. Our 

staff has begun the process 

of implementing the Caring 

School Community social 

emotional learning 

curriculum, classroom 

teachers continue to prepare for our upcoming 1:1 

technology initiative and we have successfully 

navigated the largest student enrollment in Parkview 

history. 

Looking to the future, there are big things ahead for 

Parkview. Next school year will mark the beginning 

of a significant endeavor: the construction of a new 

school. As things stand today, construction will not 

begin immediately in the fall. Due to a range of 

different factors, we are targeting early spring of 

2020 for breaking ground on our project. 

Fortunately, our construction schedule will give us 

plenty of time at the start of next school year to plan 

and communicate regarding any building related 

impacts. It is important to note that we will stay at 

Parkview, operating our school, during the 

construction of our new facility. Parkview staff will 

be working closing with our architect, contractor and 

Bellingham School District staff to ensure our site is 

safe and functional until the opening of our new 

school. 

If you haven’t already, I highly recommend 

navigating to the district website to find project 

updates including the new school’s site and floor 

plan as well as the presentation used at our recent 

community meeting. Our project webpage will have 

a range of new information between now and our 

anticipated move into the new school during the 

summer of 2021. 

Lastly, I want to extend a heartfelt thank you to all 

Parkview families for a wonderful school year; we 

wish you a fantastic summer vacation. I hope that 

you can carve out quality time to spend with your 

friends and family. Whether you are returning to 

Parkview next year or transitioning to another 

school, we wish you nothing but the best. 

Sincerely, Mylo Allen 

Support & outreach 

The PTO sponsors many programs at Parkview as 

well as supporting our teachers. One of these 

programs is our Spring Supply Drive.  

Thank you Parkview Community for making Supply 

Drive  for the Resource Center a HUGE success!  

Thank you to everyone who participated! The Family 

Resource Center was blown away by your 

generosity! We donated:  

● $25 gift card to Fred Meyer: 1 

● Diapers/pull-ups: 1,064 

● Toilet paper: 54 rolls 

● Wipes: 24 packs 

● Shampoo/conditioner/body wash: 28 

● Dish soap: 33 bottles 

● Deodorant: 13 

● Laundry soap: 4 

● Toothpaste: 33 tubes 

● Tooth brushes: 38 

● Floss: 5 

● Sponges: 12 
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Treasurer’s report 

Thanks to your generous donations, the Parkview 

PTO raised $30,363.93 this year. Whether you 

pledged money during jogathon, bought a bag of 

Hammerhead coffee, purchased a SCRIP card, bid on 

an auction item, or shopped with your Fred Meyer 

rewards card, your contribution made a meaningful 

difference to our Parkview community.  Here are just 

a few of the programs you supported this year:  

● Every classroom got to attend a 
performance at the Mount Baker Theater 

● Students at every grade level got a special 
field trip or experience 

● All students received garden education and 
cooking in the classroom with Common 
Threads 

● All fifth graders will receive a free yearbook 

● Every family is invited to a free end of the 
year barbecue 

The Parkview PTO thanks you for your continued 

commitment to supporting our kids and community!

 

Meeting highlights & more 

The PTO has a variety of communication tools to 

reach parents and students. Please check our 

Facebook page or website for more information. We 

also feature guest speakers at our monthly PTO 

meetings, which are held the second Tuesday of 

each month in the Parkview library at 6:30 PM. 

These meetings provide a great opportunity to hear 

new information and ask questions.  

March 2018: Aileen Gardiner, Bullying in our Schools 

We learned how bullying is defined, what the school 

does about it, and what adults can do.  At home, 

DON’T: ignore it, or think kids will work it out 

without help, immediately try to sort out the facts, 

force kids to report it publicly, assume the kids 

involved need to talk together, make the kids 

involved apologize or work it out on the spot, call 

the act “bullying” while you’re trying to figure out 

what happened, or ask “why?” DO: stop the 

behavior immediately, empower and problem solve, 

listen without blaming, stay calm, reassure your child 

has support and safety, model good behavior, and 

follow up with the school. 

Meetings highlights (continued) 

April 2018: Mylo Allen, Parkview Rebuild Update 

Mr Allen is excited that we are making good progress 

toward the rebuilding of our school.  The planning 

committee is close to a final site plan and floor plan. 

Here’s a link to the latest info: 
http://bellinghamschools.org/about/committees-advisory-groups

/parkview-educational-specifications-design-advisory-committee/ 

May 2019: Bethany Barrett, Equity, Diversity and 

Inclusion (EDI) 

EDI is an important part of the Bellingham Promise, 

the district’s commitment to students that they are 

all cared for, respected, and that they will graduate 

from our schools prepared for success. Bethany 

spoke about “culture” — how we define it, think 

about it, and how a better understanding of it can 

better connect us.  

 

Fundraising fun 

Your generosity makes many school experiences 

possible and is part of what makes Parkview such a 

special community. While most of our funding 

comes from the Jogathon and the Silent Auction, we 

also raise funds all year long through our SCRIP, 

Hammerhead Coffee, and Box Top programs. 

The official numbers are in and this year's Family Fun 

night & Auction brought in a whopping $8,755.46 to 

support the Parkview Whole Child program. Thanks 

again to Cara Piscatello, the auction committee and 

volunteers, and all those who came out for the 

event. 
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Fundraising (continued) 

We thank everyone  for supporting our school and 

making it possible to give so many fun and enriching 

opportunities to Parkview kids! 

 

4th Grade Salish Sea Trip made possible by your 

donations! 

 

Fundraising continues through the 

summer! 

We encourage you to help Parkview fundraise 

through the summer months. Here’s how you may 

help raise money for Parkview:  

 

● Amazon Smile: When you use this as your 

default way to access Amazon, 0.05% of your 

eligible purchases will be donated to the 

Parkview PTO.  Bookmark this link! 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/81-2373878  

● Fred Meyer: By connecting your Fred Meyer 

rewards card to the PTO you are raising money 

for Parkview every time you shop. 

https://www.fredmeyer.com/ 

communityrewards/enroll  Parkview’s 

non-profit number is LV446.  

● Box Tops:  when you purchase a product with 

the “Box Tops for Education” logo on it, cut it 

out and save it!  These are worth ten cents 

EACH! Save your Box Tops all year long! 

 

 

 

 

Social events 

On May 30th Parkview staff invited families to a 

Kick-Off to Summer Reading event. The motivation 

behind facilitating this event came from our new 

social/emotional learning curriculum, Caring School 

Communities. This curriculum is why Parkview kids 

are participating in daily Morning Meetings, a model 

every classroom adopted this school year, but Caring 

School Communities also includes direct instruction 

on social/emotional components, buddy classroom 

activities, and schoolwide activities. A family reading 

night is one of the 

schoolwide activity 

suggestions, and because 

our school is a 

book-loving community 

we thought it was the 

perfect activity to try 

first! Thank you for 

everyone who 

participated in our first 

Kick-Off to Summer 

Reading event. We hope 

you had fun and will see 

you next year!  

 

Get Involved! 

We are always looking for volunteers to contribute 

to the success of the PTO programs and activities at 

Parkview. The following programs are directly 

supported by the PTO through fundraising and from 

volunteers and donations from all our supporters.  

● Communication: Newsletter, Directory, 

Yearbook, Volunteer Appreciation, Staff Awards, 

Bamboo 

● Social: Family Fun Nights, Carnival, 5th Grade 

Celebration, End of Year BBQ, Meet + Greet/1st 

day of school welcome table 

● Support+Outreach: Winter Wishes, Parkview 

Cares Food Boxes, Parkview Gives Back, Staff 

Appreciation, Kindergarten Orientation/First Day 

● Enrichment: Art Walk, After School Classes, 

School Garden, Science on Wheels, Science Fair, 

Whole Child  

● Fundraising: Jogathon, SCRIP, Panda Wear, 

Hammerhead Coffee, Boundary Bay Auction, Box 

tops, Book Fair, Dine out, Village Books, Amazon 

Smile, Fred Meyer Rewards, Tea Collection, 

Value Village 

You may fill out a volunteer information form online 

at www.parkviewpto.org/volunteer  
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Meet your new board members 

Congrats to our incoming and new Parkview PTO 

Board members! 

● President - Jen Seltz  

● Treasurer - Margo Gillaspy 

● Secretary - Alison Schepper 

● VP Enrichment - Jess Arthur 

● VP Communication - Gina Gobo Austin 

● VP Fundraising - Justine Waymire 

● VP Community Engagement - Emily Frazier 

We welcome our new and returning board members 

to the PTO and look forward to an exciting 

2019-2020 school year.  

Margo Gillaspy is our 

new treasurer. She’s 

mom to Alec, who will 

be in 2nd grade next 

year. She works for 

Skagit County Public 

Works and enjoys time 

with her family, 

readying, crafts and 

gardening in her spare 

time. She’s looking 

forward to greater 

involvement with the 

PTO next year!  

 

Welcome our new VP 

of Enrichment! Jessyca 

Arthur-Cameselle and 

her husband Pedro 

Cameselle have two 

boys at Parkview, 

Mateo (3rd grade) and 

Nico (1st grade). Jess is 

a licensed psychologist 

and a sport psychology 

professor at WWU. 

She and her family like 

to spend their time 

hiking, camping, as well as playing tennis, basketball, 

and soccer.  Jess coaches a boys under age 6 soccer 

team for the Northside soccer club, which includes 

several students from Parkview. She is excited to join 

the PTO board and get more involved at Parkview!  

 

Emily Frazier is our 

new VP of Community 

Engagement and 

she’s excited to serve 

on the PTO board 

next year. Her family 

is new to Parkview 

and it has been a 

great transition to our 

lovely neighborhood 

school. Emily’s 

husband, Eric, is a 

Bellingham native and 

they are keeping the red-headed gene strong with 

their three kiddos: Keely (currently a sixth grader at 

Whatcom), Torin (4th), and Jens (1st). As a family 

they love to ski, bike, & read. When she’s not 

working part time as a cardiology nurse practitioner, 

you’ll likely find her volunteering at school or church, 

or connecting with friends at Avellino or E. Station. 

Emily loves getting people together and facilitating 

community and connections, so she’s looking 

forward to the opportunity to serve as VP of 

Community Engagement (formally known as VP of 

Social) and will be enlisting your help to make that a 

reality!  

 

Alison Schepper is our 

new secretary. She 

grew up in Southern 

California and moved 

to Bellingham almost 

4 years ago via New 

York to be close to 

family.  

She likes to read and 

cook in her spare 

time. She has two kids 

- Atticus, 6, and 

Eleanor, 4.  

She’s excited to be 

part of the PTO 

family!  
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Ask a 5th Grader  

Each newsletter, we usually like to feature a 

Parkview Panda at our school. In this issue, we 

decided to do something a little different.  

This momma * sniff sniff * is seeing her oldest child 

off to Whatcom Middle School. As we see all of our 

fifth graders off to their new adventures, we 

couldn’t help but wonder, what are they going to 

miss most about Parkview? Here’s what they said. 

Get out your tissues! 
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